Deductive inferences made indicated that the more the loss of lives, the more number of internally is placed persons, the more the severity of the violence on housing and number of displaced persons. The study concluded that conflict resolution strategies are most required for a sustainable urban housing growth.
controls of markets, "Osu caste system" and sharia among other trivial issues have resulted in ethno-religious violence amongst groups. In these engagements, new social separation and dichotomy logics have evolved in communities in Nigeria like classification of the "settler" and "indigene", "Christian" and "Muslim", and "osu" (slave) and "Nwadiala" (free born).
These ethno-religious identities have become disintegrative and destructive social elements threatening the peace, stability and security in Nigeria (Okpaga et al., 2012) . The recurrent clashes between Hausa-Fulani and Igbo groups in Kano State, have acquired an ethnoreligious complexion since the Hausa-Fulani are Muslims and the Igbos are mainly Christians (Osaghae and Suberu, 2005) . All of these ethno-religious violence are multi-dimensional in nature.
Reprisal Action Theory
Reprisal actions are raids executed by defence forces in response to recurrent terror attacks during which armed militants infiltrate a territory to perform attacks on civilians and soldiers (Siegert, 2002) . The goal of the actions is to create deterrence, prevent future attacks, restore public morale and train newly formed army units (Gilbert, 2005) . Reprisals are as old as international law. The concept of reprisal was natural in notions of equity, if one was hurt by another's illegal action, then the aggrieved party was given right of redress against the offender. Before reprisal became a tool of foreign policy under international law, it existed as individuals' right and individuals were restrained from executing reprisals against others by the rule of proportionality. By 17 th /18 th centuries, securing Westphalian system of nationstates and State sovereignty ideas, reprisals were authorized beyond the state frontiers against individuals of offending States. In 1789, the power "to grant letters of marque and reprisal" was conferred on Congress under Article I, Section 8.12. The 1877 treatise on international law states that "every authority which can make war, can grant letters of reprisals". But the sovereign was given to magistrates, governors and courts the right of issuance, and later reserved for the central government alone (Michael and Kelly, 2003) . Reprisal therefore, is an action of the State and can be categorised into general (public), special (private), forcible and belligerent. Wartime reprisal is the case of a warring party retaliating against another by otherwise unlawful warfare acts, to force opponent, opponent's branches and opposing armed forces to surrender the illegal acts of war and resume the principles of lawful warfare (Siegert, 2002) . Reprisals are severe measures to enforce compliance with the armed conflict law by the illegal acts of adverse party as well as measures of coercion, derogating, determining, imposing, exertion and a return to legality. Reprisals are an act of self-help by the hurting States, to respond after an unsatisfied demand to an act contrary to international law by the offending State (Mitchell, 2001) . Reprisals attack against classes of targets has heightened ethno-religious violence in Nigeria.
Housing Situation in Nigeria
The quality of human existence is a function of their housing condition. Consequently, the right to adequate housing has been recognized in article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and in other international instruments (UN-HABITAT, 2005) . The article recognized that having a secure place to live, is one of the fundamental elements for human dignity, physical and mental health and overall quality of life, which enables one's development. The right to adequate housing has been consistently reaffirmed as a distinct human right by various bodies in the UN system, numerous national constitutions and legislations, and civil society organizations across the world (Kothari, 2001) . Despite the welcome acknowledgement, right to adequate housing remains unrealized for the vast majority of poor and vulnerable people and communities across the world. The situation is more precarious in Nigeria where housing demand far outweighs housing supply. Table 1 shows that direct intervention by the Federal Government to meet the housing demand of her populace through various national housing programmes from 1962 to 1995 (33 years) yielded an abysmal 12.8% success. Currently, housing deficit in Nigeria is estimated at 14 million units which will cost N49 trillion ($326billion) to bridge the gap, assuming the cost of N3.5million per unit (EFInA & FinMark Trust, 2010) . (Adedokun et al, 2011; UN-HABITAT, 1993) . Furthermore, housing represents a major portion of the family budget or that of an establishment (Kinyungu, 2004) , and also constitutes the first major capital investment and life ambitions of individuals (Bello, 2007) .
In fact, the aspiration to own a house constitutes one of the strongest incentives for savings and capital formation (Ozo, 1990) . Alagbe (2010) identified that Nigerians place high premium on home ownership because it is a legacy that individuals aspire to bequeath. These underscores the reason why housing becomes a primary object of attack in ethno-religious violence. The concept is based on the fact that destruction of the home of a perceived enemy amounts to rendering the individual useless. While that aim is achieved in ethno-religious violence, it creates a bigger problem of reduction in housing supply with its attendant increase in the number of homeless and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the country.
Houses destroyed in ethno-religious violence are not usually enumerated but perceived by this study to be significant due to the number of IDPs at aftermath of such crises. This necessitated the need for this study which is aimed at underscoring the need to quantitatively evaluate the impact of ethno-religious violence on housing delivery beyond just reporting it as "loss of lives and properties". 
DOCUMENTED TIMELINE OF VIOLENT ATTACKS ON LIVES

DEDUCTIONS AND DISCUSSION
Numerous causes of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria have been identified in the literature
and this includes socio-political, economic, governance factors, accusations and allegations of neglect, oppression, domination, exploitation, victimization, discrimination, marginalization, nepotism and bigotry (Salawu, 2010) . The study identified some factors responsible for ethno-religious violence in Nigeria as discussed below:
5.1Amalgamation of the Northern and Southern Protectorates into the Colony and
Protectorate of Nigeria
The major factor identified that led to the beginning of ethno-religious violence in the nation was traced by political analyst to the amalgamation of the northern and southern protectorates into the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria in 1914 by the British colonialist. Their argument rested on the premise that Nigeria is an agglomeration of people of diverse ethnic and religion affiliation who were forcefully brought together without proper machinery for coexistence. Griswold (2000) observed that the British colonialist sowed the seeds of ethnic violence in Nigeria with the adoption of a divide and rule tactics, which robbed Nigerians of the common front for nation building and paved way for the emergence of regional parties, interests and leaders whose manifestoes were designed along ethnic interests. The continued discourse of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria was first underscored by Chief Obafemi
Awolowo who observed that "Nigeria was just a mere geographical expression created by the British Colonialist strictly for administrative convenience" (Adebakin, 2012) . Abdukadir which was assumed will mark a new beginning in the nation's developmental phase, ethnoreligious violence in the country has continued unabated. The current democracy has not brought the needed succour, but its associated freedom has plunged the nation further into ethno-religious violence (Onwuzuruigbo, 2010) .
Failure of the State to fulfil its Fundamental Obligation of Good Governance and Social Justice
Another cause of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria is government/State failure to fulfil its fundamental obligation to the citizenry and lack of social justice. 
Perceived Political Marginalization:
The study identified that at different levels and times people experience ethnic bigotry, complain of past and present ethnic bias, demand for ethnic rights and more importantly, the State use of ethnicity in political discourse/action. Political marginalization has been a major cause of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria. However, there seems to be a conflicting interplay of politics, ethnicism and religions, which has led to the rising nationalism, ethnic militancy and religious movements. Consequently, this has resulted to escalation of ethnoreligious visolence observed all over the country today (Igwe, 2009 ). See figure 3. 
Breakdown of Family Ethos
Indeed, the breakdown of the family, education, law, religion and political system has actually increased ethno-religious violence in Nigeria (Ayuk et al, 2012) . For instance, the inability of many homes to provide for the family tends to increase immorality, broken homes, divorces and drunkenness, resulting to jobless youths who could be employed to execute ethno-religious violence. The Nigeria school system today is in shambles, so cannot instil discipline and morality. The religious institution is also not playing its expected roles, while the law enforcement agents indulge in crimes, demand bribes and collect illegal levies from motorists openly. All the above encourages societal vices, thus setting the pace for violence
Proliferation of Arms and Ammunitions
The ostensible political elites are responsible for arming the youths as political thugs to manipulate electoral outcomes, kidnap/kill political opponents, threaten and intimidate 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The paper attempted to establish that ethno-religious violence has an impact on housing delivery in Nigeria. The paper discussed the conceptual issues around ethno-religious violence in Nigeria. The paper traced the root cause to the forceful amalgamation of unwilling communities of diverse origin and culture under the same polity for administrative convenience. It also established a connection between some socio-economic variables and government failure in its responsibilities as catalyst of ethno-religious violence. Furthermore, the study recognised a conflicting interplay of politics, ethnicism and religion. The chronicle of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria revealed an unquantifiable loss of lives and properties.
Most importantly, the study identified that while there were attempts at recording loss of lives as a result of ethno-religious violence in the country, there was no corresponding data on loss of homes. The paper therefore recommends that damages to housing during ethno-religious violence should be enumerated and such records kept. This will help in policy formulation towards managing and curbing such violence when they occur. Finally, since ethno-religious violence is inevitable in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society like Nigeria, it is recommended that government must move from policy of conflict resolution to conflict prevention. This can be achieved only when government resolve to live up to its responsibility of providing for the welfare and well-being of its citizenry. Government must initiate poverty reduction and employment creation strategies, with effective funding of State security that will be swift in nipping ethno-religious violence in the bud before they escalate.
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